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IEMARKS 

ON  THE 

IMPOSITIONS 

0  F 

QUACKS,  &c. 

S  the  Truth  needs  no  Apology, 
and  that  what  is  here  inferred 
will  prove  fufficiently  for  itfelf, 
I  therefore  I  fhall  not  trouble  the 
jader  with  either  Apology  or  Preface. 
There  is  nothing  reprefents  more  the 
rnrader  of  a  Quack,  than  in  publifhing 
the  News,  and  printed  Bills,  the  feve- 
.  Cures  that  he  pretends  to  have  done, 
d  wherein  he  boafts  of  the  Infallibility  of 
Specificks,  with  which  he  picks  Pock- 
3  fooner  than  he  can  cure  any  Difeafe. 

A  2  This 

4  t  • 


[4] 

This  Truth  is  fo  well  known  among  Perf< 
of  good  Senfe,  that  if  a  Phyfician  or  Surge< 
fhould  by  his  continual  application  and  f 
dy  arrive  to  the  perfect  knowledge  of  foi 
Difcoveries,  ufeful  for  the  common  Got 
and  afterwards  publifh  them  in  the  Ne\ 
he  would  be  look’d  upon,  without  any  d 
tindfion,  to  be  no  better  than  them, 

It  is  by  this  flight  way  of  not  profot 
ding  or  examining  deeply  the  difference 
a  true  Advertifement  to  that  of  a  Quae 
that  the  Publick  is  deprived  ofthefe  Advt 
tages  they  might  receive  from  thofe  w 
really  make  Difcoveries,  for  the  followi 
Reafons. 

All  the  World  acknowledges  that  t 
beft  Thing  that  ever  Lewis ,  XIV.  did  c 
ring  his  Reign,  was  the  encouraging  A 
and  Sciences,  by  rewarding  of  the  Inger 
ity  of  thofe  who  made  any  Difcoveries  : 
the  publick  Good:  Thus  we  remark  tfc 
France  was  never  fo  fertiliz’d  with  I 
provements  as  it  was  in  his  Time;  but  1 
ving  not  the  like  Encouragements  in  t 
Kingdom,  the  laborious  Artiff  has  no  otl 
recompence  but  that  of  making  himf 
known.  There  is  two  Means  by  wh 
one  may  arrive  to  it ;  the  one  is  to  pubi 
by  Writing  thofe  Difcoveries  made,  the 
ther  to  gain  the  Recommendation  of  a  P 
fpn  of  Dulinction.  Thus  it  follows,  t; 
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he  that  has  had  the  Ingenuity  of  inventing* 
but  has  not  wherewithal  to  purfue  it,  nor 
the  Gift  of  Writing,  often  loofes  his  La¬ 
bour  and  he  is  no  better  rewarded,  who  has 
not  the  good  Luck  to  meet  with  good 
Protestors. 

S  o  it  happens  that  the  Expences  and 
Labour  of  arriving  to  a  high  Degree  of 
perfedfion  in  Art  muft  be  buried;  and  if  he 
publifhes  himfelf  in  the  News,  he  muft  be 
reputed  as  a  Quack.  It  is  this  unjuft  reflect 
don  which  is  the  Caufe  that  the  Publick 
is  deprived  of  the  Advantages  of  daily 
Difcoveries,  which  Evil  could  eafily  be 
[prevented,  if  they  would  give  themfelves 
the  Trouble  to  diftinguifti  the  one  from 
the  other  by  this  ftrict  Enquiry. 

I  t  muft  be  affirm’d  as  a  Truth,  that  all 
Perfons  who  publifh  themfelves  in  the 
News,  without  being  qualified  before,  with 
:he  Title  of  Phyfician  by  the  Univerfities  or 
College  of  Phyfieians,  or  the  Title  of  Sur¬ 
geon  by  the  whole  Body  of  Surgeons,  fuch 
a  Man  ought  to  be  look’d  upon  as  a  Quack^ 
for  the  following  Reafons. 

i  ft.  A  Phyfician  who  is  a  Member  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians,  is  obliged  to  give 
an  Account  of  his  Conduct  whenever  the 
Alfembly  requires  it  of  him. 

2d.  A  Surgeon  who  is  a  Member  of  the 
Surgeon’s  Hall,  is  fubjedt  to  the  fame  obe¬ 
dience,  at  the  Penalty  of  200/,  2da 
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3d.  These  Bodies  of  Phyficians  ar 
Surgeons  have  not  a  Right  to  oblige  ar 
Perfon  who  takes  upon  himfelf  the  Tit. 
of  a  Phylician  or  Surgeon  to  appear  befb) 
them,  nor  cannot  oblige  them  to  pay  an 
pecuniary  Penalty ;  for  if  they  had  th; 
Power,  I  am  perfuaded  they  would  fuppre: 
the  daily  Impofitions  of  thole  Impoftor 
fo  deftrubtive-  to  Mankind. 

S  o  m  e  will  fay  that  if  every  one  was  t 
take  dire&ly  the  Idea  I  give  of  them  w 
call  Quacks,  that  it  would  undoubted! 
caufe  their  Ruin,  and  that  thofe  Peopl 
having  no  other  fupport  for  the  Mainta 
nance  of  their  Families,  neceflity  oblige 
them  to  put  in  Practice  that  way  of  Ir 
duftry.  There  is  means  enough  to  get  a 
honeft  Livelihood  when  People  are  wiilin 
to  take  Pains,  tho’  not  fo  profitable. 

But  Idlenefs  taking  Place  with  the! 
fort  of  People,  they  could  not  well  fi 
themfelves  upon  any  thing  better,  by  whic 
they  get,  with  little  Pains,  Sums  of  Mone 
extorted  from  People,  which  after  ware 
caufe  them  to  be  burthenfome  to  Work 
Houfes  and  Hofpitals,  arid  dreadful  Objeb 
about  the  Streets,  fo  offenfive  to  every  Be 
dy,  and  in  particular  to  W omen  with  Chib 
by  which  the  Embryo  is  too  often  pr< 
judiced. 

T  h  u  s  it  is,  without  any  regard  to  the 

Cor 
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Confciences,  that  thofe  Fellows  prefer  this 
abominable  Pra&ice  to  that  of  getting  their 
Livings  honeftly ;  and  with  a  wilful  blind- 
nefs  they  deftroy  the  Health  of  fome,  crip¬ 
ple  and  murder  others  for  the  Lucre  of  Mo¬ 
ney,  at  whofe  Expence  ’tis  at  is  no  matter. 
They  know  the  Law  has  appointed  no 
punifhment  for  them,  they  live  in  a  free 
Nation,  where  they  are  not  tax’d  Crimi¬ 
nals  or  Murderers;  but  if  it  was  Street- 
Robbers,  Houfebreakers,  or  Highwaymen 
they  would  be  tranfported  or  hanged;  but 
flaying  People  alive,  murdering  them  in 
their  Beds,  are  Things  tolerated  and  over¬ 
look’d,  becaufe  the  Grand  and  Myfterious 
Name  they  make  ufe  of  being  Travellers, 
by  Sea  and  Land  being  Doctors  of  German 
ny ,  Switzerland  and  the  Antipodes ,  puts  ’em 
above  the  juft  Profecution  of  the  Law. 

I  don’t  pretend;  by  what  is  here  advan¬ 
ced,  to  prefcribe  Rules  to  the  Nation,  I 
leave  that  intirely  to  the  great  Wifdom  of 
the  Legiflative  Power,  only  itwere  to  be 
wifti’d,  for  the  publick  Good,  that  fuch 
vile  Practices  were  fupprefs’d  and  abolilli’d. 

After  thefe  general  Remaks  it  will 
not  be  amifs  to  take  Notice  of  fome  parti-* 
cular  Ones. 

i  ft.  The  Art  or  Science  of  Phyfick  is  fo 
extenlive,  that  it  has  been  divided  in  three 
Parts,  which  is  Phyfick,  Surgery  and  Phar¬ 
macy.  '  ‘  2d.1 


m 

2d.  That  Surgery  being  the  mod  de¬ 
licate  Part,  is  divided  in  feveral  Branches, 
fome  prattifing  only  that  Part  which  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Operation  of  the  Stone ,  others 
for  the  Difeafes  of  the  Eyes-,  others  in  Mid- 
wifry,  and  others,  whole  particular  Care 
is  m  Curing  Venereal  Difeafes,  and  per¬ 
forming  ail  other  Operations  required  in 
ti  at  Art.  From  whence  one  may  eafily 
judge,  that  a  Surgeon  who  has  apply’ d 
himfeif  only  in  any  one  of  thefe  Branches, 
tnuft  certainly  become  more  experienced 
in  that  Part  he  has  apply ’d  himfeif  moft  to, 
whether  it  be  in  the  N  icety  of  an  Operation, 
or  in  the  Cure  of  Difeafes. 

These  Circumftances  appearing  fo  plain, 
that  the  Publick  can  hardly  let  themfelves 
be  impofed  on,  and  by  that  juft  diftin&ion 
thofe  who  are  afflicted  with  the  moft  dan¬ 
gerous  Diftempers,  will  have  the  Satisfac¬ 
tion  to  know  where  to  have  recourfe  to. 

After  all  the  aforefaid  Reafons  that 
have  been  given,  I  fhall  not  trouble  my  felf 
much  at  the  Criticifm  or  Chimerical  Names 
that  may  be  advanced  againftme,  in  offering 
publick ly  the  Cure  of  the  Venerial  Difeafe 
without  Salivation,  which  I  here  propofe 
to  demonftrate ;  but  to  remove  the  confited 
Opinions  of  the  moft  Part  of  my  Profeffon, 
which  I  guefs,  will,  at  the  firft  Appearance, 
exclaim  again  ft  this  Innovation,  it  will  not 

be 
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be  amifs  to  obferve  fome  Rules  already; 
received  in  Phylick. 

I  n  the  firft  Place,  it  is  known  that  Phy- 
ftcians  and  Surgeons  acknowledge,  that  the 
Mercury  taken  inwardly  or  applied  out¬ 
wardly,  is  the  bell  Specifick  Remedy  that 
has  been  hitherto  found  for  the  Cure  of  the 
moft  inveterate  Pox,  whether  it  ads  by  its 
penetradion  in  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood, 
by  the  imperceptible  divifion  of  its  Globu- 
lous  Particles,  which  precipitates  by  its  own 
Weight,  all  the  Heterogeneous  Bodies  that 
it  meets  with,  or  elfe  that  thefe  little  Sphe¬ 
rical  Bodies  of  the  Mercury  loading  itfelf 
with  the  afcids  of  the  Venom,  carries  it  off 
by  Secretions  and  Evacuations.  This  is 
what  I  leave  to  the  Determination  of  the 
Phyficians,  altho’  it  is  fufficient  for  me  to 
know  that  it  does  adually  Cure  that  Di- 
ftemper. 

Secondly,  the  Queftion  is  to  know,  if 
giving  the  fame  Quantity  of  this  Mineral, 
apply’d  outwardly  or  taken  inwardly,  will 
as  fafely  cure  the  Pox,  as  if  it  was  by  the 
Means  of  Salivation ;  it  is  what  I  can  eafily 
prove  l  y  Pradice  and  Experience,  groun¬ 
ded  upon  as  folid  Reafons  as  they,  who  are 
for  the  Syftem  of  Salivation j  but  as  thofe 
Particulars  would  lead  me  too  far,  and  in- 
fenfibly  engage  me  to  fpecify  all  the  Cir- 
cumllances,  which  would  not  fail  to  give 

an 
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an  Infight  to  thofe  of  my  Profeffion  to  prac- 
tife  after  the  faid  Method,  I  fhall  content 
myfelf  to  expofe  Fads  of  Pradice,  follow¬ 
ing  in  that,  the  Example  of  that  Great 
Man,  Mr.  Cbieanneand ,  Profeilor  in  Phy- 
fick  at  the  Univerfity  of  Monpellier ,  with 
this  fingular  Advantage,  that  1  can  produce 
to  any  Gentleman,  before  the  molt  able 
Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  that  I  have  cured 
Perfons  of  the  moft  inveterate  Pox  without 
Salivation  ,•  but  the  great  Diftance  from 
this  Country  not  permtting  Mr.  Chiean- 
neaud  to  produce  perfonal  Experiments, 
has  given  occafion  to  a  Criticifm  publifhed 
here  in  Englifh  againft  him,  which  I  could 
very  eafily  confute,  without  the  help  of 
Rhetorick  or  Philofophy  j  but  as  I  leek  not 
to  di  foblige  any  Perfon  I  fir  all  keep  filent 
upon  this  Point. 

If  any  one  objeds,  that  fome  Years  ago, 
I  was  engaged  in  a  Decifion  of  this  kind, 
it  was  becaufe  I  was  obliged  to  anfwer 
them  in  my  own  Defence ;  as  it  was  requi¬ 
red  of  me  by  fome  Phyficians  and  Surgeons 
to  examine  a  Patient,  and  give  my  Opinion 
of  his  Cafe,  which  I  did  accordingly ;  but 
the  Surgeon  Mr.  T)e — /,  under  whofe  Care 
the  Patient  was,  not  being  fatisfied  with  my 
Report,  put  himfelf  in  fuch  a  furious  heat 
that  within  a  Fortnight’s  time,  he  had  got 
the  Opinions  of  above  Thirty  Englijh  and 

French 
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French  Surgeons  again  ft  my  Opinion^  altho1 
grounded  upon  internal  Symptoms  of  the 
Pox,  thinking  by  the  Violence  of  his  Pro¬ 
ceedings  to  make  me  pafs  for  an  ignorant 
Fellow  and  Calumniator but  what  is  more 
particular,  fome  of  the  aforefaid  Gentlemen, 
after  they  had  approved  of  the  Relation 
that  I  was  obliged  to  draw  up  in  my  own 
Defence,  and  which  was  figned  by  their 
Hands,  when  the  Time  came  for  the  fi¬ 
nal  Decifion  at  Surgeons* Hatt^  they  had 
the  Bafenefs  to  retract,  for  what  Reafons  I 
cannot  yet  comprehend,  for  feveral  dis¬ 
own’d  their  Opinions,  by  Declarations  in 
Writing,  and  by  word  of  Mouth,  con¬ 
trary  to  their  Signature,  and  injurious  to 
Truth.  £  Others  appear’d  in  Perfon  at  the 
Hall  to  maintain  their  bad  Caufe;  f  but  what 
furpriz’d  me  the  mod,  was  to  hear  the 
Name  of  a  Surgeon,  who  keeps  his  Chariot, 
and  who  paftes  to  be  one  of  the  mod  Skil¬ 
ful  Surgeons  in  that  Diftemper,*  who  after 
he  had  received  his  Fees  retraced  himfelf 
in  Writing,  in  that  Manner  that  little  tends 
to  his  Honour. 

I  t  was  in  confideration  of  thefe  multi¬ 
tudes  of  Opinions  agauift  mine,  that  the 
Mafters  of  Surgeon  s- Hall  did  not  do  me 
the  fame  J uftice,  as  would  have  been  done 
by  the  M after  Surgeons  of  Faris,  or  Mon- 

_ _  pettier, 
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pettier*  Mr.  Tern  excepted,  who  ftriCHy 
infilled  on  the  Truth  of  my  Opinion,  which 
foon  after  appeared  by  outward  Symptoms, 
which  bemg  hidden  before,  prov’d  to  be 
the  grand  Miftake  ?of  thofe  Gentlemen,- 
for  in  fifreen  Days  after  their  imper¬ 
fect  Decifion  the  outward  Symptoms  ap¬ 
pearing,  the  Patient  was  treated  by  two 
different  Doctors,  by  the  Means  of  the  Sa¬ 
livation,  without  fuccels;  then  a  Third, 
(who  had  gained  great  Fame  in  a  certain 
Tavern,  by  a  learned  Conference  he  had 
with  the  pretended  Dr.  Tetit)  put  to  proof 
his  famous  Pills,  the  Infalibility  of  which 
he  fo  much  boafts  of,  could  not  Cure  this 
Patient,  who  foon  after  died,  being  over¬ 
power’d  by  the  faid  Illnefs.  I  could  add 
to  this  Relation  other  juft  Reflections,  which 
I  referve  for  a  better  Opportunity  ;  but  ha¬ 
ving  fufficiently  troubled  the  Reader  with 
a  Relation  which  concerns  only  thofe  in 
this  Cale,  1  fhall  conclude  in  giving  an 
Explanation  of  this  New  Method. 

It  is  to  cure,  in  a  moft  eafy  Manner,  all 
the  Degrees  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  with¬ 
out  Salivation,  that  I  have  ereCted  a  Bagnio 
for  that  Ufe,  and  for  Bathing,  Sweating, 
and  for  the  Preparation  of  my  Remedies. 
I  have  alfo  furnifh’d  my  Rooms  for  the 
Cenveniency  of  fuch  Gentlemen  who  will 
be  pleafed  to  rely  themfelves  to  my  Care, 

or 
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or  follow  the  Prefcription  of  their  Phyfi" 
cian.  The  Rule  and  Courfe  of  Diet  is 
much  the  fame  of  the  Salivation  ,•  the  Pa¬ 
tient  keeps  the  Room  for  three  Weeks  or 
a  Month,  but  without  any  Danger  or  Con- 
ftraint :  They  may  converfe  freely  with 
their  Friends,  and  pafs  the  time  much  more 
agreeably  than  their  Condition  will  allow 
of  in  the  Salivation.  The  Prices  of  Cure 
is  proportionable  to  the  Degree  of  the  Ma¬ 
lady,  and  according  to  the  Attendance  re¬ 
quired  ;  and  to  the  Capacity  of  fome,  and 
the  Generolity  of  others. 

As  I  was  not  willing  to  expofe  this  Me¬ 
thod  by  any  publick  Advertifement,  I  have 
kept  my  Bagnio  open  for  the  Space  of  two 
Years,  in  hopes  to  have  found  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  making  myfelf  known  to  fome 
Perfon  of  Diftinbtion ;  being  perfuaded  that 
the  Recommendation  of  one  Nobleman 
would  be  fufficient  to  put  me  in  Reputa¬ 
tion  without  making  ufe  of  thefe  Means  j 
And  what  confirms  this  Truth  is,  during 
that  time  I  never  would  accept  of  Wome 
in  Men’s  Company ;  and  if  any  Perfon  ca 
prove  the  contrary,  I'll  forfeit  to  them  a 
hundred  Pounds. 

The  fecond  Reafon  was,  Although  I  wa 
very  well  allured  that  I  could  perform  th 
Cures  by  the  aforefaid  Method,  yet  I  coul 
pot  expofe  it  to  the  Publick  without  run 
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ning  the  Hazard  of  being  cenfur’d  by  our 
Hall,  for  the  want  of  producing  a  complete 
Cure,  with  all  the  Circumftances  required. 

i  /?,  Circumftance.  to  prove  that  a  Pa¬ 
tient  had  the  Pox,  by  the  Teftimony  of  the 
Phyfician  j  which  was  very  eafy  to  prove. 

2 ct:' ,  Circumftance  to  give  authentick 
Proofs  that  I  had  cured  a  Patient  without 
Salivation  ,•  which  I  could  prove  as  well 
as  the  firft. 


3  ds  y  Circumftance  1  that  there  ftiould 
be  a  conftderable  Length  of  Time  to  be 
allured  of  the  Cure,  without  fear  of  any 
Relapfe. 

This  I  make  the  chief  circumftantial 
Proof  by  the  narrow  Relation  of  the  Fact. 
The  pth  of  December  1723,  I  was  called 

to  her  Grace  the  late  Duchefs  of - - 

to  vifit  a  Gentleman.  After  1  had  exa¬ 
min’d  him,  and  confider’d  his  Condition, 
I  gave  an  Account  of  it  to  her  Grace,  who 
by  her  extraordinary  Goodnefs,  order’d  me 
to  employ  the  beft  of  my  Endeavours  to 
eafe  him  for  the  Time  he  had  to  live.  I 
had  fo  good  Succefs  in  following  my 
Method,  that  in  the  Space  of  two  Months 
[  perfectly  cured  him  without  Salivation. 
|t  is  what  I  can  juftify  whenever  required, 
ly  fufficient  Teftimonies  of  the  Family. 
The  faid  Patient  had  been  cured  of  the  Pox 
|y  Salivation  three  Years  before.  Eighteen 

Months 
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Months  after  he  catch’d  a  Gonorrhea  and 
Shanker,  but  endeavouring  to  cure  himfelf, 
it  happen’d  about  a  Year  after  he  was 
feized  with  violent  Pains  in  his  Head  and 
Legs,  and  upon  the  Shin  of  the  Os  Tibia, 
which  increafed  more  and  more  during 
the  Night.  Some  little  time  after  a  Deaf- 
nefs  feized  him,  and  he  became  reftlefs, 
with  nocturnal  Pains  in  all  his  Joints,  a 
flow  Fever,  Vomiting,  fpitting  of  Mattery 
Blood,  Exoftofie  upon  the  Os  Tibia,  and 
Rottennefs  in  the  Bones  of  the  Nofe.  All 
thefe  Symptoms  were  attended  with  a  fal¬ 
len  away  or  Leannefs,  and  a  univerfal 
Weaknefs  all  over  his  Body,  that  it  was 
with  much  ado  he  could  ftir  from  his  Bed. 
All  the  Diligence  of  her  Grace’s  Surgeon 
was  employed  to  no  Purpofe,  the  Phyfician 
afluring  her  Grace  that  his  Illnefs  was  in¬ 
curable,  and  that  fuppofing  it  was  curable, 
the  Patient  was  not  in  a  Condition  to  fup- 
port  the  proper  Remedies  for  the  Cure. 
The  two  firft  Circumftances  are  probable, 
by  what  is  above  advanced ;  but  as  I  wan¬ 
ted  a  more  favourable  Opportunity  to  prove 
the  Third,  fo  the  moft  inconteftible  that 
can  be  given,  is,  that  there  is  very  nigh 
five  Years  the  Patient  has  been  very 
well  in  Health,  whereof  he  has  been  mar¬ 
ried  three  Years,  his  Wife  and  two  Chil¬ 
dren  that  he  has  alive  enjoys  perfect  Health; 


[  .«  ] 

I  can  juftify  this  Fa£  before  any  difcreet 
and  honourable  Perfon,  and  in  particular 
to  thofe  who  labour  under  fuch  Misfor¬ 
tunes. 

I  could  (hew  feveral  of  the  like  Exam¬ 
ples  ;  but  as  it  is  an  Accident  that  requires 
privacy,  I  hope  that  all  reafonable  Perfons 
will  be  fatislied  of  this,  as  being  one  of  the 
molt  Extraordinary  that  can  be  produced, 
as  to  the  Cure  of  a  Gonorrhea,  Shanker, 
Bubo,  Phimolis  and  Pharaiimolis,  I  do  per-, 
form  in  an  eafy  Manner  and  without  Con¬ 
finement. 

AT.  B.  As  there  are  many  Gentlemen  that 
go  from  England  to  Monpellier  to  be 
cured  by  Mr.  Chieanneaus,  Method,  and 
others  by  the  Salivation,  thole  that  are 
defirous  to  be  cured  by  either  of  thofe  Me¬ 
thods,  or  this  above  inferted,  may  be  at¬ 
tended  at  their  own  Houfes,  or  at  mine, 
with  all  the  Privacy  and  Care  that  the 
Treatment  of  this  Malady  requires. 

If  any  one  objeUs  againfi  what  is 
here  inferted)  unlefs  they  fet  their  Names 
at  length ,  1  fhall  not  think  it  worth  my 
while  to  anfwer  them. 

Vincent  Brest, 

From  my  Houfe  in  Canton- 
greets  Leicester- Square. 


